
 
 
 
 

 
Request for Interest: Merced City & County Continuum of Care Coordinator 

The Continuum of Care (CoC) Program is designed to assist individuals (including 
unaccompanied youth) and families experiencing homelessness with services needed to move 
into transitional and permanent housing, with the goal of long-term stability.  More broadly, the 
program is designed to promote community-wide planning and strategic use of resources to 
address homelessness; improve coordination and integration with mainstream resources and 
other programs targeted to people experiencing homelessness; improve data collection and 
performance measurement; and allow each community to tailor its program to the particular 
strengths and challenges within that community. 

Each year, HUD awards CoC Program funding competitively to nonprofit organizations, States, 
units of local governments, and/or instrumentalities of State or local government collectively 
known as recipients.   

The purpose of this RFI is to identify entities interested in continuing this work with vigor and 
serve requirements now outlined under HEARTH. 

Lead agency functions consist of the operation of the Continuum of Care as a regional planning and 
implementation body focused on ending homelessness.  Specific requirements are outlined in the 
attached HUD Resource,   “Establishing & Operating a Continuum of Care” as well as the Merced 
Region’s 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness available at www.mcagov.org/coc.html.  Included 
with this RFI is a fact sheet of existing grantees under the CoC. 

Selection Criteria 

• A plan that reflects a dedication to pursuing and implementing a regional solution for 
ending homelessness 

• History of engaging in building consensus and constituencies to achieve goals 
• Successful experience with Federal and State grants administration  

Submission Process 
 
Please submit a 3-5 page response addressing the following: 

• Reason for submission 
• Agency experience in areas of housing and/or homelessness 
• Experience with strategic planning/implementation 
• Experience with grants administration, fiscal capacity 
• Documentation of legal status to operate as a non-profit 

 
Please submit the response, either via hard copy or electronically by noon on May 28, 2013 to:  
Lori Flanders, 369 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA 95340 or lori.flanders@mcagov.org  
 

http://www.mcagov.org/coc.html
mailto:lori.flanders@mcagov.org
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Merced Region Continuum of Care 

Grants Awarded through the  
Continuum of Care = $2.5 million 

 
Community Action Agency - $81,164  
Homeless Management Information Systems (HMIS) 
It is the role of the HMIS project to create an unduplicated count of the 
homeless individuals and families in Merced County system of care 
(including demographic traits such as age, gender, and veteran and 
disability status)  
 
Merced County Mental Health - $134,466  
Project Home Start – Permanent Supportive  
Provides four, dually diagnosed, chronically homeless mental health 
clients housing, basic needs and individualized intensive services as 
clinically appropriate.  
 
Turning Point - $248,763  
Permanent Supportive Housing  
Provides eight, dually diagnosed, chronically homeless mental health 
clients housing, basic needs and individualized intensive services as 
clinically appropriate.  
 
Community Social Model Advocates - $115,534  
Transitional Housing  
Provides transitional housing and supportive services for up to two years, for ten 
women with up to six children.   
 
Merced County Mental Health - $281,173  
Project Hope Westside- Permanent Housing  
Provides ten, dually diagnosed, chronically homeless mental health clients housing, 
basic needs and individualized intensive services as clinically appropriate in Los 
Banos.  
 
Sierra Saving Grace - $75,481 
Provides six chronically homeless individuals, who have disabling medical 
conditions, permanent housing and supportive services.   
 

Housing Authority of Merced County - $283,680  
Provides eight shelter plus care vouchers.  Along with the permanent housing 
vouchers, clients will receive supportive services from mental health.  
 

Sierra Saving Grace - $76,953 
Provides seven chronically homeless individuals, who have disabling medical 
conditions, permanent housing and supportive services.   

 

The Ten Year Plan to 
End Homelessness 
adopted by the Merced County 
Association of Government’s 
Governing Board in May of 
2011.  Accomplishments since 
the adoption include: 
 
HUD-VASH Vouchers:  The 
Housing Authority has applied 
for and received 25 vouchers for 
homeless veterans living within 
the Merced County Region.  The 
vouchers equate to approximately 
$267,000 in housing and services 
annually. 
 
Project Homeless Connect 
Events – One stop shop for 
homeless to access housing, 
supportive services and quality of 
life services.  Two events have 
been held since adoption. 
 
Shelter Plus Care Certificates 
were awarded through the 
Continuum of Care. 
 
Rapid Rehousing funds from 
the City of Merced - $20,000 
 
Cost Study is being coordinated 
by California State Stanislaus to 
research if it is more cost 
effective to place a homeless 
person into supportive housing 
versus incarcerating, 
institutionalizing, hospitalizing, 
etc. them.  
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