
 

 

 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council  

From:  Steven S. Carrigan, City Manager 

Date:  June 19, 2020 

Re:  City Council Information Report 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

MERCED UNEMPLOYMENT RATE DROPS IN MAY 

 

 

 

The unemployment rate in the Merced County was 16.5 percent in May 2020, 

down from a revised 18.7 percent in April 2020, and above the year-ago estimate 

of 7.2 percent.   

 

This compares with an unadjusted unemployment rate of 15.9 percent for 

California and 13.0 percent for the nation during the same period.  A copy of the 

May 2020 Labor Market Report is attached for your review. 

 

  

 

       THE   C I  
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SIGNAL BATTERY BACKUPS INSTALLED DOWNTOWN 

 

Public Works crews 

installed 7 traffic signal 

battery backups in the 

downtown area this week, 

including the intersections 

of 18th/Canal, 19th/M, 21st/ 

Canal, 21st/M, K/Main, 

and MLK/Main Streets. 

Funding for this project 

provided for by Measure 

V. 
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WELL 21 CONSTRUCTION (BELLEVUE ROAD & G STREET) 

Work continues on the new well site at Bellevue & G Street, with testing of the 

emergency backup generator this week, under the supervision of the Public Works 

Department. 

WELL 20 CONSTRUCTION (MISSION & TYLER) 

Work also continues on the new well site at Mission & Tyler, with the contractor 

progressing on the storm water basin construction and associated plumbing 

installation, under the supervision of the Public Works Department.  
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INSPECTION SERVICES REPORT 

Please find attached the biweekly Inspection Services report. 

BOARD AND COMMISSION VACANCIES 

Please find attached a list of board and commission vacancies. 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

Please find attached the agenda for a special meeting of the Planning Commission 

for Weds., June 24. 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTIONS 

Please find attached the Planning Commission Action Memo. 

SAVE THE DATE 

June 25 – ACE Virtual Scoping Session 3 and 6:30 p.m. 

June 29 – Special Council Meeting 

June 30 – ACE Virtual Scoping Session 6:30 p.m. 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Labor Market Report Pg. 5 

2. Inspection Services report Pg. 8 

3. Board, Commission vacancies Pg. 9 

4. Planning Commission agenda Pg. 10 

5. Planning Commission Action Memo Pg. 15 
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State of California
EMPLOYMENT DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Labor Market Information Division Steven Gutierrez
3302 N. Blackstone Avenue 559-230-4102
Fresno, CA 93726

Apr-2020 May-2020 May-2020
Revised Prelim Prelim

Total, All 
Industries 74,300 77,000 2,700 86,700 77,000 (9,700)
Total Farm 11,700 14,400 2,700 15,500 14,400 (1,100)
Total Nonfarm 62,600 62,600 0 71,200 62,600 (8,600)

Mining, Logging, 
and Construction 2,400 2,700 300 2,500 2,700 200
Manufacturing 8,700 8,900 200 9,800 8,900 (900)
Trade, 
Transportation & 
Utilities 12,400 12,600 200 13,500 12,600 (900)
Information 200 200 0 300 200 (100)
Financial 
Activities 1,900 1,800 (100) 1,900 1,800 (100)

Professional & 
Business Services 4,000 4,000 0 4,400 4,000 (400)
Educational & 
Health Services 10,300 10,200 (100) 10,500 10,200 (300)
Leisure & 
Hospitality 2,800 3,600 800 6,000 3,600 (2,400)
Other Services 1,200 1,300 100 1,500 1,300 (200)
Government 18,700 17,300 (1,400) 20,800 17,300 (3,500)

Notes:  Data not adjusted for seasonality. Data may not add due to rounding
             Labor force data are revised month to month
             Additional data are available on line at www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov

Industry Change May-2019 Change

June 19, 2020

IMMEDIATE RELEASE
MERCED METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA (MSA)

(Merced County)

The unemployment rate in the Merced County was 16.5 percent in May 2020, down from a revised 18.7 
percent in April 2020, and above the year-ago estimate of 7.2 percent.  This compares with an unadjusted 
unemployment rate of 15.9 percent for California and 13.0 percent for the nation during the same period.  
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Unemployment Rate Historical Trend
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June 19, 2020
Employment Development Department Merced MSA
Labor Market Information Division (Merced County)
(916) 262-2162 Industry Employment & Labor Force

March 2019 Benchmark

Data Not Seasonally Adjusted
May 19 Mar 20 Apr 20 May 20 Percent Change

Revised Prelim Month Year
Civilian Labor Force (1) 117,200 116,600 115,500 113,800 -1.5% -2.9%
  Civilian Employment 108,800 101,300 93,900 95,000 1.2% -12.7%
  Civilian Unemployment 8,500 15,300 21,600 18,800 -13.0% 121.2%
Civilian Unemployment Rate 7.2% 13.2% 18.7% 16.5%
(CA Unemployment Rate) 3.6% 5.8% 16.2% 15.9%
(U.S. Unemployment Rate) 3.4% 4.5% 14.4% 13.0%

Total, All Industries (2) 86,700 79,300 74,300 77,000 3.6% -11.2%
  Total Farm 15,500 11,000 11,700 14,400 23.1% -7.1%
  Total Nonfarm 71,200 68,300 62,600 62,600 0.0% -12.1%
    Total Private 50,400 47,900 43,900 45,300 3.2% -10.1%
    Goods Producing 12,300 11,400 11,100 11,600 4.5% -5.7%
      Mining, Logging, and Construction 2,500 2,700 2,400 2,700 12.5% 8.0%
      Manufacturing 9,800 8,700 8,700 8,900 2.3% -9.2%
        Nondurable Goods 8,300 7,300 7,500 7,700 2.7% -7.2%
    Service Providing 58,900 56,900 51,500 51,000 -1.0% -13.4%
    Private Service Providing 38,100 36,500 32,800 33,700 2.7% -11.5%
      Trade, Transportation & Utilities 13,500 12,900 12,400 12,600 1.6% -6.7%
        Wholesale Trade 1,700 1,400 1,300 1,300 0.0% -23.5%
        Retail Trade 8,200 8,400 8,300 8,500 2.4% 3.7%
        Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities 3,600 3,100 2,800 2,800 0.0% -22.2%
      Information 300 300 200 200 0.0% -33.3%
      Financial Activities 1,900 1,900 1,900 1,800 -5.3% -5.3%
      Professional & Business Services 4,400 4,300 4,000 4,000 0.0% -9.1%
      Educational & Health Services 10,500 10,600 10,300 10,200 -1.0% -2.9%
      Leisure & Hospitality 6,000 5,000 2,800 3,600 28.6% -40.0%
      Other Services 1,500 1,500 1,200 1,300 8.3% -13.3%
      Government 20,800 20,400 18,700 17,300 -7.5% -16.8%
        Federal Government 700 700 700 700 0.0% 0.0%
        State & Local Government 20,100 19,700 18,000 16,600 -7.8% -17.4%
          State Government 4,400 3,800 3,600 3,300 -8.3% -25.0%
            State Government Education 3,800 3,200 3,000 2,700 -10.0% -28.9%
            State Government Excluding Education 600 600 600 600 0.0% 0.0%
          Local Government 15,700 15,900 14,400 13,300 -7.6% -15.3%
            Local Government Excluding Education 4,200 4,100 3,800 3,700 -2.6% -11.9%
            Special Districts plus Indian Tribes 600 600 600 500 -16.7% -16.7%

Steven Gutierrez 559-230-4102 or Frances Gines 951-955-3204

These data, as well as other labor market data, are available via the Internet
at http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov.  If you need assistance, please call (916) 262-2162.

#####

Notes:

(1) Civilian labor force data are by place of residence; include self-employed
individuals, unpaid family workers, household domestic workers, & workers on strike.
Data may not add due to rounding. The unemployment rate is calculated using unrounded data.

(2) Industry employment is by place of work; excludes self-employed individuals,
unpaid family workers, household domestic workers, & workers on strike.
Data may not add due to rounding.

These data are produced by the Labor Market Information Division of the California
Employment Development Department (EDD). Questions should be directed to:
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Employment Development Department
Labor Market Information Division

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov
(916) 262-2162

RANK BY 
RATE LABOR FORCE EMPLOYMENT UNEMPLOYMENT RATE
--- 18,405,800 15,484,600 2,921,200 15.9%
21 801,700 693,700 108,000 13.5%
56 480 380 110 22.2%
36 14,030 11,910 2,120 15.1%
21 90,400 78,200 12,200 13.5%
9 19,970 17,580 2,390 12.0%
55 10,220 8,060 2,160 21.1%
25 532,900 460,400 72,500 13.6%
18 9,170 7,980 1,190 13.0%
34 90,600 77,000 13,600 15.0%
41 445,000 375,300 69,700 15.7%
26 11,060 9,550 1,510 13.7%
8 60,700 53,600 7,200 11.8%
57 71,700 51,700 19,900 27.8%
10 7,910 6,950 970 12.2%
52 368,400 301,100 67,300 18.3%
43 56,200 47,200 9,000 16.0%
39 25,420 21,510 3,910 15.4%
1 8,870 7,980 890 10.0%
54 4,707,700 3,737,600 970,100 20.6%
38 62,200 52,800 9,500 15.2%
2 127,000 113,900 13,100 10.3%
51 7,740 6,380 1,360 17.5%
20 36,330 31,530 4,810 13.2%
46 113,800 95,000 18,800 16.5%
5 3,020 2,680 330 11.0%
58 6,300 4,480 1,820 28.9%
49 198,100 164,700 33,300 16.8%
31 72,100 61,800 10,400 14.4%
29 39,560 33,940 5,620 14.2%
33 1,548,900 1,324,500 224,500 14.5%
11 180,600 158,200 22,400 12.4%
50 6,400 5,320 1,080 16.9%
42 1,089,100 917,200 171,900 15.8%
28 695,100 596,900 98,300 14.1%
40 31,000 26,200 4,800 15.5%
27 937,200 807,100 130,100 13.9%
34 1,552,400 1,319,500 232,900 15.0%
12 550,900 481,500 69,400 12.6%
48 320,800 267,500 53,300 16.6%
15 129,100 112,700 16,400 12.7%
7 427,400 380,200 47,200 11.1%
17 208,600 181,600 26,900 12.9%
5 1,010,000 898,600 111,500 11.0%
31 130,300 111,600 18,800 14.4%
19 70,300 61,100 9,200 13.1%
12 1,140 1,000 140 12.6%
21 15,810 13,680 2,130 13.5%
29 199,800 171,300 28,400 14.2%
15 246,700 215,200 31,400 12.7%
45 233,300 195,700 37,500 16.1%
43 43,800 36,800 7,000 16.0%
12 24,370 21,290 3,080 12.6%
4 4,280 3,820 460 10.7%
53 191,900 156,600 35,300 18.4%
46 20,790 17,360 3,430 16.5%
21 406,800 351,800 55,000 13.5%
3 101,500 90,800 10,700 10.5%
36 29,000 24,700 4,400 15.1%

YOLO
YUBA

Notes
1) Data may not add due to rounding. The unemployment rate is calculated using unrounded data.
2) Labor force data for all geographic areas now reflect the March 2019 benchmark and Census 2010 population controls at the state level.

SUTTER
TEHAMA
TRINITY
TULARE
TUOLUMNE
VENTURA

SHASTA
SIERRA
SISKIYOU
SOLANO
SONOMA
STANISLAUS

SAN JOAQUIN
SAN LUIS OBISPO
SAN MATEO
SANTA BARBARA
SANTA CLARA
SANTA CRUZ

RIVERSIDE
SACRAMENTO
SAN BENITO
SAN BERNARDINO
SAN DIEGO
SAN FRANCISCO

MONTEREY
NAPA
NEVADA
ORANGE
PLACER
PLUMAS

MARIN
MARIPOSA
MENDOCINO
MERCED
MODOC
MONO

KERN
KINGS
LAKE
LASSEN
LOS ANGELES
MADERA

EL DORADO
FRESNO
GLENN
HUMBOLDT
IMPERIAL
INYO

AMADOR
BUTTE
CALAVERAS
COLUSA
CONTRA COSTA
DEL NORTE

May 2020 - Preliminary
Data Not Seasonally Adjusted

COUNTY
STATE TOTAL
ALAMEDA
ALPINE

State of California
June 19, 2020
March 2019 Benchmark

REPORT 400 C
Monthly Labor Force Data for Counties
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Inspection Services CI 

For the period of June 1st through June 14th, 2020, there were 19 New Single Family Dwelling Permits 
Issued. 

The running total of New Single Family Dwellings in Plan Review is 583. 

Multi Family Permits in review:  
Gateway Terrace Apartments located at 405 W 12th St, 1 Office/Lounge and 6, 2 story Apartments; 2 
buildings have 16 units, 3 buildings have 30 units, and 1 building has 4 units.  
Compass Pointe phase II: 128 units in 16, 8-plex buildings plus a clubhouse. 
There were 0 multi-family permits issued during this period. 
(no change from last report) 

There were 0 new construction commercial permits issued during this period. 
There were 0 new tenant improvement permits issued during this period. 

There were 0 new commercial submittals during this period. 
There were 2 new tenant improvement submittals during this period; one for a meat case and 
condenser replacement for Grocery Outlet located at 1125 W. Main St., and one for a general tenant 
improvement for University Pediatric Center located at 320 E. Yosemite Ave. Ste 101.  

There was 1 CofO issued for this period; for a pair of paint and grinding booths for Centurion Boats 
located at 2047 Grogan Ave.  

There were 18 CofOs for Single Family Dwellings during this period. 
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CITY OF MERCED 
Boards & Commissions 

Current Vacancies Listing 
(As of June 18, 2020) 

Arts and Culture Advisory Commission 
One (1) ex-officio (non-voting) 

vacancy 
One seat per Council 

District and one At-Large 

Bicycle Advisory Commission 
Two (2) vacancies. 

One (1) ex-officio (non-voting) 
vacancy. 

Building and Housing Board of Appeals 
One (1) vacancy. 

Personnel Board 
No Vacancies 

Planning Commission 
No Vacancies 

Recreation and Parks Commission 
One (1) vacancy. 

Regional Airport Authority 
One (1) vacancy. 

Citizens’ Stipend Setting Commission 
Seven (7) vacancies. One seat per Council 

District and one At-Large 

Tax Transparency Commission 
Seven (7) vacancies. One seat per Council 

District and one At-Large 

Citizens Oversight Committee – Measure C 
One (1) Southern District 
One (1) Central District 

One (1) Northern District 
One (1) ex-officio (non-voting) 

vacancy. 

This is your opportunity to serve.  Apply today! 
To apply, go to www.cityofmerced.org > City Clerk > Boards & Commissions. 

Next, on the page which appears, click on this link: 
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 City of Merced 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

Agenda 

SPECIAL MEETING 

This meeting will be conducted in person. In-person Commission Meetings will have 
strict social distancing practices in place and the use of face coverings is now 
mandated by orders of the Governor. Seating in the Council Chamber will be limited 
and an overflow room (Sam Pipes Room) will be available with the same social 
distancing practices in place. 

MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS 

Members of the audience who wish to address the Planning Commission are 
requested to complete a speaker card available at the podium against the right-hand 
side of the Council Chamber. Please submit the completed card to the Clerk before 
the item is called, preferably before the meeting begins. 

For at risk individuals or those not wanting to attend an in-person meeting during the 
current Covid-19 pandemic, please submit your public comment to the Planning 
Commission electronically no later than 3 PM on the day of the meeting. Comments 
received before the deadline will be read as part of the record.  Material may be emailed 
to planningweb@cityofmerced.org and should be limited to 500 words or less. Please 
specify which portion of the agenda you are commenting on, i.e. item # or Oral 
Communications.  Your comments will be read to Planning Commission at the 
appropriate time. Any correspondence received during or after the meeting will be 
distributed to the Planning Commission and retained for the official record. 

You may provide telephonic comments via voicemail by calling (209) 388-7390 by no 
later than 3:00 PM on the day of the meeting to be added to the public comment. 
Voicemails will be limited to a time limit of three (3) minutes.  Please specify which 
portion of the agenda you are commenting on, i.e. item # or Oral Communications. Your 
comments will be read to the Planning Commission at the appropriate time.  Due to 
technical limitations, any voice mails received after 3 PM may or may not be made 
available to the Planning Commission. 

CALL TO ORDER City Council Chambers 
678 W. 18th St., Merced 
Wednesday, June 24, 2020 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  7:00 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL  
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S P E A K E R S 

Please be brief and to the point - preferably 3 to 5 minutes. 
Max Time Limit prior to Agendized items:  15 minutes.  Once the maximum has 
been reached, remaining speakers will be asked to wait until the end of the 
meeting to make their comments. 

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda 
may provide email or voicemail comments during this portion of the meeting 
and should follow the guidelines posted above in the MODIFIED PUBLIC 
COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS to do so. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS/REPORTS: 

Permits, license, and other entitlements: 
Applicant’s Representative – 15 minutes (including rebuttal) 
Appellant’s Representative – 15 minutes (including rebuttal) 
All other speakers will have 5 minutes each. 

All other issues: 
3 or less speakers:  5 minutes each 
Over 3 speakers:  Maximum of 3 minutes each 
A timer clock is located directly across from the podium, illuminating the 
speaker’s remaining time. Once the time is exhausted, a buzzer sounds. Please 
be courteous and conclude your discussion promptly.  
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

The Planning staff can assist you with other planning questions on matters such as annexation to the city, land 
subdivision, downtown Merced projects, home occupation permits, zoning, population and housing.  (Phone 385-
6858) 678 West 18th Street, Merced,  CA  95340. Prior to each regular Commission Meeting, a complete agenda 
packet is available for review in the Planning Department at 678 West 18th Street, Merced, and on the City’s 
website at www.cityofmerced.org. Any documents provided to a majority of the Commissioners after this agenda 
is posted will be available for public inspection in the Planning Department during normal business hours. 

THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

The citizens of Merced elect the members of the City Council.   They in turn appoint seven advisors, the Planning 
Commission, to make recommendations on planning matters.  The Commissioners are civic-minded citizens who 
serve an average of 35 meetings a year with no pay.   Meetings are normally held at 7:00 p.m. on the Wednesday 
nights following the first and third Mondays of the month, in addition to special meetings as called. 

The staff assists the Commission but does not vote.  The City Attorney provides legal assistance and assists the 
Commission on procedural matters; the Planning Director and staff prepare the agenda, provide reports, etc.  
Other City staff members such as the Civil Engineer also serve as advisors to the Commission. 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS 

The Commissioners are interested in your views and want to hear them.  Information on a proposed action is 
publicized before it is brought before the Planning Commission.  For example, on a proposed zoning action, 
mailers are sent to all property owners within a 300-foot radius and a notice appears in the legal advertisement 
section of the Merced Sun-Star.  Important pending items will also often be mentioned in pre-meeting references 
in the local newspaper. 

Consent Items 

Items noted as “(CONSENT)” are considered routine and will normally be approved without a staff presentation 
or discussion by the Planning Commission unless a Commissioner or member of the audience has a question(s) 
or wishes to make a statement or discuss an item.  If so, please approach the microphone at the time the particular 
item is reached. 

Public Hearings 

The Commission will ask those who are for* or against** a proposal to speak at all public hearings.  The 
sequence of events is: 

1. Staff report of facts and a recommendation.
2. Applicant’s statement.
3. Proponents* of the proposal.
4. Opponents** of the proposal.
(5. If necessary, a summary statement or rebuttal from the applicant.) 

If you decide to speak, please submit a “Request to Speak” form prior to the start of the public hearing. You will 
be called up to speak at the appropriate time by the Recording Secretary. Please start by giving your name and 
city of residence, then tell the Commissioners your concern. We want your views; don’t worry about how to say 
them.  If several people have spoken, try not to be repetitious.  If there are several in your area with concerns, 
why not appoint a spokesman.  The Commission is particularly interested in the specific reasons you are for or 
against a proposal because their decision has to be based on specific reasons. 

A Commission denial of a request or proposal is final in the case of Conditional Use Permit Applications (unless 
appealed to City Council within five business days) and Tentative Subdivision Maps (unless appealed to City 
Council within 10 business days).  On many other items, the Commission RECOMMENDS ACTION to the 
Council.  If your item is passed on to the City Council, be sure to follow up by attending the Council hearings 
and expressing your point of view. 

You may also find that the Commission may not get to your item - set for 7:00 p.m. public hearing - until 10:00 
p.m. for instance.  We regret you having to wait.  Experience has shown that setting hearings 1/2 - 1 hour apart is
unwise, however.  Sometimes matters are withdrawn or are resolved quickly leaving the Commission and public
in a position of waiting for an appointed time to arrive.
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1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

2. MINUTES: None 

3. COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda may
provide in person, email or voicemail comments during this portion of the meeting and
should follow the guidelines posted above in the MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT
INSTRUCTIONS to do so

4. ITEMS

Any matters listed as (“CONSENT”) in the descriptions below are considered routine by
the Planning Commission and will be adopted by one action of the Commission unless any
citizen requests to comment on the item per the Modified Public Comment Instructions or
a Commission member has any question or wishes to make a statement or discuss an item.
In that event, the Chairperson will remove that item from the Consent Calendar and place
it for separate consideration.

4.1 Modification to the Development Agreement for Bellevue Ranch, initiated
by Baxter Ranches LLC and Stonefield Home, Inc., property owners. This 
application involves a request to modify the Development Agreement for 
Bellevue Ranch, originally adopted on July 5, 1995, and amended and 
modified twice in 1996 and once in 2009.  In 2009, the term of the agreement 
was modified from 40 years to 25 years for a portion of Bellevue Ranch West 
so that it would expire on July 5, 2020.  The current property owners are 
requesting that the term be extended for up to 15 years to the original expiration 
date of July 5, 2035. The affected property consists of approximately 233 acres, 
generally located on the north and south sides of Cardella Road from Pacific 
Drive to Bellevue Road, west of M Street.  The property has General Plan 
designations of Regional Community Commercial (RC), High Medium 
Density Residential (HMD), Low Medium Density Residential (LMD), Low 
Density Residential (LD), Open Space/Park Recreation (OS-PK), and School 
(SCH); and is zoned Planned Development (P-D) #42.  *PUBLIC HEARING* 

ACTION: Recommendation to City Council (scheduled for June 29, 
2020) 
1. Environmental Review #20-12 (Categorical

Exemption)
2. Modification/Extension of Development Agreement

5. INFORMATION ITEMS

5.1 Calendar of Meetings/Events (see below)
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6. ADJOURNMENT (Traditionally no later than 11:00 p.m.)

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS/EVENTS 
 

June 23 Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission, 4:00 p.m. 
24 Planning Commission, Special Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 
29 City Council, Special Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 

July 6 City Council, 6:00 p.m. 
           8 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. (Cancelled) 
         20 City Council, 6:00 p.m. 
         22 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. 

Aug. 3 City Council, 6:00 p.m. 
5 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. 

17 City Council, 6:00 p.m. 
19 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. 
25 Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission, 4:00 p.m. 

 

N:shared:planning:PCAgenda 
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