
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From:  Steven S. Carrigan, City Manager 

Date:  June 26, 2020 

Re:  City Council Information Report 

__________________________________________________________________ 

POLICE POLICY REVIEW COMMITTEE ANNOUNCED 

There was a news conference Thursday morning where Mayor Mike Murphy 

announced the formation of a community advisory committee to review the 

Merced Police Department’s policies and procedures. The 18-member advisory 

group, headed by Dee Tatum, is to return to the City Council with 

recommendations within 90 days. Local and Fresno news media attended the 

event. See the attached news release. 

THE   C I 
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ACE TRAIN MERCED EXTENSION PROJECT NOP 

The San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (SJRRC) issued a Notice of 

Preparation (NOP) for the ACE Train Ceres to Merced Extension Project 

Environmental Impact Report (EIR).  SJRRC proposes to extend ACE passenger 

rail service from Ceres to Merced by upgrading some existing tracks and 

constructing new tracks at certain locations within the existing UPRR Fresno 

Subdivision right-of-way (ROW) over a total distance of approximately 34 miles. 

Three new stations and a layover and maintenance facility would be constructed 

along the extension alignment (see attached map). 

The Project would consist of the following: 

 A Ceres to Merced Extension Alignment consisting of upgrades and new

tracks and bridges within the UPRR Fresno Subdivision between Ceres and

Merced;

 New Turlock, Livingston or Atwater, and Merced Stations along the

extension alignment; and

 A new permanent Merced Layover & Maintenance Facility to support

extension operations.

The purpose of the EIR is to evaluate the environmental issues associated with the 

proposed improvements included in the Project.  The SJRRC conducted to online 

scoping meetings on June 25, 2020, and third is scheduled for Tuesday, June 

30. Notice of Preparation comments are due to the SJRRC by Tuesday, July 7.  A

copy of the NOP, project location map, and project fact sheet are attached.
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PUBLIC WORKS HELPS OUT DOS PALOS 

The City of Dos Palos had trouble with its drinking water supply, with algae 

clogging its filtration system, so its neighboring communities have rallied to 

support the local residents. The City of Merced sent over a water truck, and local 

Realtors bought pallets of water that the City transported over for residents to 

drink. Holl Sheet Metal added $2,000 in cash to help out. Plus, the Westside has 

been assisting, too. The actions earned the City numerous compliments on social 

media and more than 20,000 engagements. (typically, a good post would see the 

City getting 6,000 engagements). 
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WELL 20 CONSTRUCTION (MISSION & TYLER) 

Work continues on the new well site at Mission & Tyler under the supervision of 

the Public Works Department, with the contractor framing the roof on the well 

building this week.  

SCHOOL CROSSWALK & LEGENDS PAINTED 

Public Works Streets crews finished painting all school crosswalks and school 

legends this week. 
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ENGINEERING UPDATE 

Water Well Site #20 

Clark Bros. Inc., workers are currently working on the roof of the well building. 

 M St. – Childs to 8th Street Roadway Improvements 

TBS Contractors are currently working 

on the installation of a water line along 

M Street. 
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PARK AND REC NEWS 

The Parks and Recreation 

Department will begin a 

limited reopening beginning 

Monday, July 6. The 

Applegate Park Zoo will 

resume normal operations to 

the public the same day. The 

summer playground 

program will also begin that 

day, and registrations are 

now open. See attached flier. 

The Youth Council will be 

hosting a drive-thru event, 

Kits for Kids, on Friday, 

July 3, from 6 to 8 p.m. at 

the Merced Welcome 

Center. A flier is attached.  

SAVE THE DATE 

June 29 – Special Council Meeting 

June 30 – ACE Virtual Scoping Session 6:30 p.m. 

July 3 – City offices closed for the holiday, NO CI 

July 6 – Council meeting 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Police Policy Committee news release Pg. 7 

2. ACE information Pg. 8 

3. Summer Playground Program flier Pg. 16 

4. Youth Council Kits for Kids Pg. 18 
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Police policy review committee announced 

An advisory committee to review the Merced Police Department policies and procedures was 
introduced to the public by Merced Mayor Mike Murphy today during a morning news 
conference. 

Noting that it was exactly a month since the death of George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis 
police officers, Murphy said the committee’s purpose was “to understand what our 
Department is doing well, and where we can improve within the bounds of California state 
law.” 

Murphy said he worked with Council member Delray Shelton and other Council members in 
selecting the committee members. “Many people on this advisory committee have had both 
positive and negative experiences with law enforcement,” Murphy said. “The life experiences of 
the committee members and the professional experiences of our police officers are both 
important and necessary parts of this discussion.” 

Murphy said he supported the men and women in the Department, who are “some of the best 
around. They are talented, professional, and run toward danger to protect us when others run 
away.” 

Dee Tatum, a retired CEO of Merced County and retired Air Force officer, will chair the 
committee. Tatum said he expects the meetings to be “very spirited and very open. 

“I have no agenda,” Tatum said. “I want to represent all of Merced.” 

Interim Police Chief Tom Cavallero said he will be working with the group to develop better 
policies. “Law enforcement policies are, and always have been, evolving documents,” Cavallero 
said, and they change to meet the needs of the public. ”They must also necessarily reflect the 
expectations of that community.” 

Besides Tatum, the members of the Committee are: Rhonda Batson, Allen Brooks, Wil Dean, 
Nailah Hubbard, Cesar “C-Flo” Johnson, Sharon Jones, Edwin Kainth, See Lee, Kari May, Nellie 
McGarry, Robert Morris, Rudy Sanchez, Al Schaap, Shane Smith, Gabriela Spiva, Moua Thao and 
Tatiana Vizcaino. 

The date for the first meeting is pending. The committee will report back to the City Council 
with its recommendations within 90 days.  
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   Summer
Playground

R A H I L L Y  P A R K  2 0 2 0

8AM-12:00PM
M-F

J U L Y   6 T H -

J U L Y  3 1 S T Join us for a summer adventure!
3400 N. Parsons Ave. 

Come create some summer memories
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Registration
$  2 5  A  W E E K

ADVENTURES

Camp activities and events include:

- Hiking along Rascal Creek Bike Path

- Family Color Run

- Outdoor Week

- Water Day

- Nerf Battle

- Safety Week (w/ Police & Fire)

- Recreation Outdoor Activities

- Fun & Competitive Games

- Into the Wild Activities

-Summer Crafts

- Field Trip to the Zoo*

...and many more!
*Events/Activities will be modified to accommodate social distancing*

ONGOING WEEKLY ACTIVITIES 

  Fun Friday 

Special Events
 F O R  R E G I S T R A T I O N  A N D  I N F O

(209)385-6235

DOWNLOAD CAMP APPLICATION @ CITYOFMERCED.ORG

EMAIL: KINDAVONGL@CITYOFMERCED.ORG

6 3 2  W .  1 8 T H  S T R E E T ,  M E R C E D .
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