
To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From:  Stephanie R. Dietz, City Manager 

Date:  January 15, 2021 

Re:  City Council Information Report 

__________________________________________________________________ 

ANOTHER TENANT ANNOUNCED AT GATEWAY MARKETPLACE 

The Gateway Marketplace development team 

and City of Merced are pleased to welcome 

Tractor Supply Company. The project will be 

located close to Mission Avenue and Coffee 

Street near the recently opened ARCO station. 

According to the developers, the store will be 

one of Tractor Supply's new formats and the 

largest in the market area. More details to 

follow. The Gateway Marketplace is a 70-acre site at Highway 99 and Campus 

Parkway Interchange that will have a mixed use of commercial and residential that 

will include a hotel, apartments and restaurants. 

THE   C I 
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MILITARY VETERAN, COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR GRANADO 

 

In 2004, retired Command Sergeant Major Art 

Granado presented the City Council with the 

American flag flown on the grounds of Camp 

Victory in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

The recently framed flag and certificate is now 

displayed in the Mayor’s office. 

 

Command Sgt. Major Granado has a remarkable 

military background and is a war hero. He first 

served in the United States Marine Corp from 

June 1973 to June 1979. His second service was 

in the United States Army from January 1983 to 

November 2015. Mr. Granado is a veteran of the 

Vietnam War, Desert Storm, Iraq, and 

Afghanistan. 
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TREE PRUNING AND REMOVAL CONTRACT 

 

West Coast Arborists continued tree pruning this week in Landscape Maintenance 

District 1 (Cooper Avenue). The company has a contract to prune 5,155 trees, as 

well as remove 147 trees and 70 stumps at various Maintenance Districts and 

Community Facilities Districts throughout Merced. The contractor has trimmed 

over 1,500 trees to date, under the oversight of the Public Works Department.  
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MEET THE NEWEST DISPATCHERS 

 

Madalyn Lotz is the newest temporary dispatcher. She has spent 

the last 4 years as a POST Explorer with Merced PD and has 

been a VIP here for 2 years.  She is currently attending Stanislaus 

State where she is majoring in criminal justice.  Her future career 

goal is to become a police officer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Sarginson is one of our newest dispatchers. She grew 

up in the area after moving here from San Jose as a child.  She 

has over 20 years of law enforcement experience.  She spent 17 

years in corrections, as well as time in records and property and 

evidence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briana Acevedo is one of the newest dispatchers. Briana grew 

up in Merced.  She has no law enforcement background or 

experience but was looking for a career where she can help 

people.  She hopes to be able to do that as a dispatcher. 
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ENGINEERING UPDATE 

 

R Street Rehabilitation – Loughborough Drive to Buena Vista Drive 

The United Pavement Maintenance, Inc., crew is setting forms for the apartment 

complex and adjacent driveways at the site. This project is 45% complete. 

 

 

Cooper Lift Station 

Phase 1 Construction crews are working on punch list items.  This project is 99% 

complete. 
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Brimmer Water Main 

Mid Cal Pipeline & Utilities, Inc., workers are installing new water services along 

Gerard Ave. This project is 70% complete.  

 

 

 

Water Well Site #20 

The Clark Bros., Inc., crews are working on the block wall at the site. This project 

is approximately 86% complete. 
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M Street Resurfacing 8th Street to      

13th Street 

MVC Enterprises, Inc., crews are 

pouring sidewalk, driveways and ramps. 

This project is approximately 40% 

complete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alpine Drive – G St. to Wainwright 

Ave. Improvements 

TBS Contractors workers are 

placing water services to residents’ 

homes. This project is 

approximately 65% complete. 
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Construction Projects 

 

1. 107033 - Water Well Site #20 

2. 113031- Brimmer Water Main 

3. 114004 - Cooper Lift Station 

4. 117020 - Gerard Ave. Sewer Main Hwy 99 to Kibby Road 

5. 119006 - Alpine Drive – G St. to Wainwright Ave. Improvements 

6. 119003 - R St. Rehabilitation Loughborough Dr. to Buena Vista Dr. 

7. 120008 - Crack Filling Phase 1 (16th, G St, Olive Ave) - Council 

Approval Needed 

8. 120010 - M Street Resurfacing 8th Street to 13th Street 

                     

Projects in Design 

1. Highway 59 Widening  

2. Highway 59 and 16th Street Signal and Channelization (90%) 

3. Motel Drive Multi-Use Path (100%) 

4. V Street, 16th to 18th Streets, Road Improvement (95%) 

5. N Street, 16th to 18th Streets, Roadway Improvement (100%) 

6. R Street, 16th to 18th (70%) 

7. B Street Improvements (40%) 

8. G Street Improvements Childs to 13th St. (100%)  

9. Orchard Avenue Sewer (40%) 

 

BULKY ITEM DROP OFF SITE OPEN SATURDAY 

 

As of this Saturday, Jan. 16., the Bulky Item Drop Off Site is open on the first and 

third Saturdays of the month from 8 a.m. to noon. The site is also open Tuesdays 

through Fridays from noon to 3 p.m. Residents need to show two forms of ID. 

 
 

 

 

Bulky Item Drop Off Site  

N Hwy 59 & Yosemite Ave 

      Open:   Tues-Fri Noon -3 pm 

              1st & 3rd Sat 8 am-noon 
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LETTER OF SUPPORT 

Please find attached a letter of support for bills regarding housing and 

homelessness, along with some background information. 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Please find attached the agenda for the Planning Commission meeting of Weds., 

Jan. 20. 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter of support, housing/homeless bills Pg. 9 

2. Planning Commission agenda Pg. 34
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6 7 8    W e s t    18 t h    S t r e e t,    M e r c e d,    C A    9 5 3 4 0 

C I T Y  O F  M E R C E D 

January 12, 2021 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Re: Support for Housing and Homelessness Bills 

Dear Senator Feinstein, 

On behalf of the City of Merced, we would like to express our support for federal funding and 
programs to help address the homelessness and affordable housing crisis that cities 
nationwide, and especially Californian cities, are presently facing. Specifically, we would like to 
thank you for introducing two major housing bills, and we urge your colleagues to address the 
issue with similar vigor.  

We support the “Fighting Homelessness Through Services and Housing Act,” and believe that 
passing this bill would help countless individuals currently experiencing homelessness. The 
new grant program for supportive housing models that pair comprehensive services and 
intensive case management with stable housing is extremely useful to cities and other 
municipalities. We especially support the proposed authorization of $1 billion, an increase over 
previous versions, which better captures the extreme need and hardships caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic.   

We also support the “Affordable Housing Redevelopment Act,” and believe that passing it would 
give essential and powerful tools to local leaders to address housing issues within their city 
limits. By reauthorizing the Neighborhood Stabilization Program and authorizing $1.5 billion in 
competitive grants to help state and local governments purchase blighted, vacant, abandoned, 
foreclosed, or surplus properties, and convert them into affordable housing, municipalities 
would be able to enact the community-specific vision needed economically stimulate key 
community areas.  
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C I T Y  O F  M E R C E D 

 
 
We know that there is no shortage of need in the 117th Congress, and the coronavirus 
pandemic has forced us all to reconsider how best to apply that need. Thank you for your tireless 
work on behalf of the people of California, and for introducing such important legislation.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matthew Serratto 
Mayor 
City of Merced 
 
 
cc:  Congressman Jim Costa 
 Senator Alex Padilla 
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CITY OF MERCED

Meeting Agenda

Merced Civic Center

678 W. 18th Street

Merced, CA 95340

Planning Commission

City Council Chamber, 2nd Floor, Merced Civic 

Center, 678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340
7:00 PMWednesday, January 20, 2021

NOTICE TO PUBLIC

Pursuant to Governor Newson's Executive Order N-29-20, this meeting will be 

conducted by teleconference and there will be no in-person public access to the 

meeting location.

WELCOME TO THE MEETING OF THE MERCED PLANNING COMMISSION

At least 72 hours prior to each regular Planning Commission meeting, a complete agenda 

packet is available for review on the City's website at www.cityofmerced.org or at the Planning 

Division Office, 678 W. 18th Street, Merced, CA  95340.  All public records relating to an open 

session item that are distributed to a majority of the Commission will be available for public 

inspection at the Planning Division Office during regular business hours.  The Planning 

Commission also serves as the Board of Zoning Adjustment and the Design Review/Historic 

Preservation Commission.

MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS

MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS FOR TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS

Please submit your public comment to the Planning Commission electronically no later than 1 

p.m. on the day of the meeting. Comments received before the deadline will be provided as part 

of the record.  Material may be emailed to planningweb@cityofmerced.org and should be limited 

to 300 words or less. Please specify which portion of the agenda you are commenting on, i .e. 

item # or Oral Communications.  Your comments will be provided to Planning Commission at the 

appropriate time. Any correspondence received during or after the meeting will be distributed to 

the Planning Commission and retained for the official record.

You may provide telephonic comments via voicemail by calling (209) 388-7390 by no later than 

1:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting to be added to the public comment. Voicemails will be 

limited to a time limit of three (3) minutes.  Please specify which portion of the agenda you are 

commenting on, i.e. item # or Oral Communications. Your comments will be provided to the 

Planning Commission at the appropriate time. Because of technical limitations, voicemails left 

after 1:00 p.m. may or may not be available for the Commission hearing.

To view video (if available) or listen to the Planning Commission meeting live, go to the City's 

website www.cityofmerced.org, Facebook Live, or Comcast Public Access Channel 96.
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January 20, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

Accommodation for individuals with disabilities may be arranged by contacting the Planning 

Division at (209) 385-6858.  Assisted hearing devices are available for meetings held in the 

Council Chamber.

A. CALL TO ORDER

A.1.  Moment of Silence

A.2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

B. ROLL CALL

C. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

Members of the public who wish to speak on any matter not listed on the agenda may provide 

email or voice mail comments during this portion of the meeting and should follow the guidelines 

posted above in the MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS to do so.

D. CONSENT CALENDAR

Adoption of the Consent Calendar may be made with one motion of the Planning Commission 

provided that any Planning Commission member, individual, or organization may request 

removal of an item from the Consent Calendar for separate consideration. Please see 

MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS above. If a request for removal of an item from 

the Consent Calendar has been received, the item will be discussed and voted on separately .  

With Consent items, there is generally no staff presentation but staff is available for questions.

D.1 21-036 SUBJECT: Planning Commission Minutes of January 6, 2021

ACTION:

Approving and filing the Planning Commission Minutes of January 6, 2021

D.2 21-046 SUBJECT: Vacation #21-01 - initiated by Valley Children’s Hospital to 

abandon a 32-foot-wide portion of roadway, containing approximately 

19,627.87 square feet of land, generally located approximately 330 

feet north of Yosemite Avenue, between Mansionette Drive and 

Sandpiper Avenue (extended).

Page 2 CITY OF MERCED Printed on 1/13/2021
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January 20, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

ACTION FINDING:

1) The proposed Vacation is consistent with the 

General Plan.

SUMMARY

This request is to vacate a 32-foot-wide strip of right-of-way, containing 

approximately 19,627.87 square feet of land, generally located 

approximately 330 feet north of Yosemite Avenue between Mansionette 

Drive and Sandpiper Avenue (extended).  City staff has reviewed the need 

for this right-of-way and determined that a road in this location is not 

necessary.

RECOMMENDATION 

Planning staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a Finding 

that the proposed Vacation is consistent with the General Plan.

E.  PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION ITEMS

Members of the public who wish to speak on public hearings listed on the agenda will be heard 

when the Public Hearing is opened, except on Public Hearing items previously heard and closed 

to public comment. After the public has commented, the item is closed to further public  comment 

and brought to the Commission for discussion and action.  Further comment will not be received 

unless requested by the Commission. To submit comments to the Commission, please review 

the MODIFIED PUBLIC COMMENT INSTRUCTIONS listed above.

E.1 20-796 SUBJECT: Conditional Use Permit #1251, initiated by Tait & 

Associates, on behalf of Yosemite & G, LLC, property owner. This 

application involves a request to sell beer, wine, and distilled spirits for 

off-site consumption for a new gas station (7-Eleven), generally 

located at the northeast corner of Yosemite Avenue and G Street 

(3600 G Street), within a zoning classification of Planned Development 

(P-D) #72, and a General Plan designation of Neighborhood 

Commercial (CN). **PUBLIC HEARING**

ACTION: Approve/Disapprove/Modify

Environmental Review #20-40 (CEQA Section 15162 

Findings)

Conditional Use Permit #1251

SUMMARY

7-Eleven is requesting approval to sell beer, wine, and distilled spirits for 

off-site consumption at a proposed gas station and convenience mart on 

the Yosemite Crossing site (3600 G Street). The subject site is a vacant 
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January 20, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

parcel located at the northeast corner of Yosemite Avenue and G Street. A 

conditional use permit is required for any business that wants to sell 

alcoholic beverages for off-site consumption in a building of 20,000 square 

feet or less. Staff is recommending approval of this application subject to 

conditions.

RECOMMENDATION 

Planning staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve 

Environmental Review #20-40 [CEQA Section 15162 Findings] and 

Conditional Use Permit #1251 including the adoption of the Draft 

Resolution at Attachment A subject to the conditions in Exhibit A and the 

findings/considerations in Exhibit B.

E.2 20-797 SUBJECT: General Plan Amendment #20-03, initiated by the City of 

Merced.  This application involves a request to amend Table 3.2, 

Standards of Population Density and Building Intensity, of the Land 

Use Element of the Merced Vision 2030 General Plan by adding 

standards for population density to the Regional/Community 

Commercial (RC), Neighborhood Commercial (CN), and 

Commercial/Professional Office (CO) land use categories for mixed 

use and residential developments.  References to new Zoning Districts 

established after the 2012 adoption of the General Plan will also be 

added to the Table.**PUBLIC HEARING**

ACTION Item to be Tabled; No Action Required

SUMMARY

General Plan Amendment #20-03 was continued from the December 9, 

2020, Planning Commission meeting.  Staff has determined that this item 

will be tabled and brought back at a future date.

RECOMMENDATION 

The Item is being tabled; no action is required.

E.3 20-798 SUBJECT:  Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-01, initiated by the City 

of Merced.  This application involves changes to the Merced Zoning 

Ordinance (Title 20 of the Merced Municipal Code) which would 

amend Merced Municipal Code Section 20.10 (“Commercial Zoning 

Districts”). This amendment would modify Table 20.10-1 (“Permitted 

Land Uses in the Commercial Zoning Districts”) by expanding the list 

of permitted uses and reducing the amount of floor area devoted to the 

sale of groceries in the Shopping Center Commercial (C-SC) zone; 

adding Breweries, Wineries, and Distilleries to the list of permitted 

uses in various Commercial zones; allowing food trucks in the City 
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January 20, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

Center area of the Regional/Central Commercial Zone (C-C); and 

changing the level of review required for Personal Services in various 

commercial zones. “**PUBLIC HEARING**

ACTION PLANNING COMMISSION:

Recommendation to City Council

Environmental Review #20-33 (Categorical 

Exemption) 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-01

CITY COUNCIL:

Approve/Disapprove/Modify

Environmental Review #20-33 (Categorical 

Exemption)

Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-01

SUMMARY

This Zoning Ordinance Amendment would make several changes to the 

“Commercial Zoning District” section, including expanding the list of 

permitted uses and reducing the amount of floor area devoted to the 

sale of groceries in the Shopping Center Commercial (C-SC) zone; 

adding Breweries, Wineries, and Distilleries to the list of permitted 

uses in various Commercial zones; allowing food trucks in the City 

Center area of the Regional/Central Commercial Zone (C-C); and 

changing the level of review required for Personal Services in various 

commercial zones.  Staff is recommending approval.

RECOMMENDATION 

Planning staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend 

approval to the City Council of Environmental Review #20-33 [Categorical 

Exemption] and Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-01 (including the 

adoption of the Draft Resolution at Attachment A) subject to the 

findings/considerations in Exhibit A of the Draft Resolution.

E.4 20-799 SUBJECT: Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-02, initiated by the City 

of Merced. This application involves changes to the Merced Zoning 

Ordinance (Title 20 of the Merced Municipal Code) which would 

amend Merced Municipal Code Section 20.42 (“Accessory Dwelling 

Units”). This amendment would modify the City’s requirements for 

“accessory dwelling units” (ADUs) to meet the modified requirements 

of State Law in regards to minimum lot sizes, owner-occupancy 

requirements, maximum size of an ADU, application review times, 

parking requirements, the charging of impact fees, the sale of ADUs, 

“junior ADUs,” and other requirements of State Law. **PUBLIC 
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HEARING**

ACTION PLANNING COMMISSION:

Recommendation to City Council

Environmental Review #20-34 (Categorical 

Exemption) 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-02

CITY COUNCIL:

Approve/Disapprove/Modify

Environmental Review #20-34 (Categorical 

Exemption)

Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-02

SUMMARY

This Zoning Ordinance Amendment would modify the City’s requirements 

for “accessory dwelling units” (ADUs) to meet the modified requirements of 

State Law in regards to minimum lot sizes, owner-occupancy 

requirements, maximum size of an ADU, application review times, parking 

requirements, the charging of impact fees, the sale of ADUs, “junior 

ADUs,” and other requirements of State Law, which have gone into effect 

in 2020 and 2021.  Staff is recommending approval.

RECOMMENDATION 

Planning staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend 

approval to the City Council of Environmental Review #20-34 [Categorical 

Exemption] and Zoning Ordinance Amendment #20-02 (including the 

adoption of the Draft Resolution at Attachment A) subject to the 

findings/considerations in Exhibit A of the Draft Resolution.

F  INFORMATION ITEMS

F.1 21-034 SUBJECT: Report by Planning Manager of Upcoming Agenda Items

ACTION

Information only.

F.2 21-035 SUBJECT: Calendar of Meetings/Events

Jan. 19 City Council, 6:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)

20 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)

Feb.1 City Council, 6:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)

3 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)

16 City Council, 6:00 p.m. (May be by Teleconference)

17 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)
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January 20, 2021Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

23 Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Commission, 4:00 p.m. (By 

Teleconference)

Mar. 1 City Council, 6:00 p.m. (Teleconference)

3 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)

15 City Council, 6:00 p.m. (May be by Teleconference)

17 Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m. (By Teleconference)

G. ADJOURNMENT
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