
NEW DEPUTY CITY MANAGER AND SENIOR MANAGEMENT ANALYST 

QUINTERO PROMOTED TO DEPUTY CITY 
MANAGER 

Frank Quintero has 
been named Deputy 
City Manager. Mr. 
Quintero started his 
career with the City of 
Merced as an entry 
level Planner in April 
1990 and worked up 
the ranks to Director of 
Economic 
Development. 

Mr. Quintero currently serves as the Director of 
Economic Development, Acting Parks & Recreation 
Director, and temporarily handles the City’s public 
information officer duties. He also oversees the 
development and renovation of Downtown Merced, 
supervises the staff at the Merced Yosemite Regional 
Airport, manages the City’s real property assets, and 
is the point person for major rail, commercial and 
industrial investments, and projects.   

“Serving under five City Manager Administrations 
over 30 years, Mr. Quintero brings a depth of 
knowledge and experience about the City that is 
second to none. He is a tremendous asset, well 
respected by his peers, and I look forward to his 
continued success,” said City Manager Dietz. 

“The face of Merced is changing, and what an 
awesome opportunity to be in the midst of the 
transition.  I am grateful to continue serving the City 
of Merced, and for the mentorship provided to me 
from previous City Managers and Assistant City 
Managers,” said Quintero. 

FLACHMAN APPOINTED AS NEW SENIOR 
MANAGEMENT ANALYST / PIO 

Jennifer Flachman is 
appointed as the 
City’s new Senior 
Management Analyst 
/ Public Information 
Officer. Ms. 
Flachman officially 
begins her new role 
on Monday, 7/26/21. 

Ms. Flachman possesses broad experience in 
communications, marketing, media relations, and 
reputation management. Leading up to her new City 
role, Ms. Flachman served as Executive 
Director/CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs of South San 
Luis Obispo County, where she was responsible for 
the development of the organization’s long-term 
strategic plan and overall direction and execution of 
the organization’s community and media relations, 
as well covering digital and social media. 

Ms. Flachman will be responsible for managing, 
planning, and overseeing public engagement, 
including direct partnerships with residents, 
businesses, and other stakeholder organizations to 
ensure the City maintains a positive public image and 
perception while facilitating the timely provision of 
information to citizens. Ms. Flachman will also serve 
as a liaison between the City and the media and 
performing duties as the Senior Management 
Analyst. 

July 23, 2021
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On Wednesday, July 21st at 7:00 p.m., Strike Team 
5806A was deployed to combat the Dixie Fire. Strike 
Team 5806A consists of fire department personnel 
from Merced County, Fresno, Selma, Visalia, and 
Los Banos. Their base camp is in Chico. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Leading the Strike Team is the City of Merced’s 
Deputy Fire Chief Tom England. 

Please wish them all a safe return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIRE PERSONNEL DEPLOYED TO COMBAT DIXIE FIRE 
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WATER QUALITY CONTROL STAFF AT THE 
MERCADO 

 

The Water Quality Control Division (WQCD) 
provides public outreach regarding pollution 
prevention at the Merced County Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce “Mercado on Main”.  

The two topics discussed are 1) Stormwater 
Protection - “Only Rain Down the Drain!” and 2) 
Fats, Oils & Grease (FOG) - “Can it, Cool it, Bag it, 
Trash it”. Beth Ball, Environmental Compliance 
Officer II and Elyse Davis, Administrative Assistant 
II (pictured above), along with the rest of the WQCD 
staff, are glad to discuss Best Management Practices 
to avoid polluting the environment. 

Stop by their booth at the next Mercado on Main to 
find out why pet waste and green waste are harmful 
to our local creeks. 

 

STREETS CREW REPLACES STREET LIGHT 

Streets Division replaced a double mast light that was 
damaged by a vehicle accident on West Olive Avenue. 

 

 
TREE CREWS PRUNE TREES 

Tree Crews trimmed eucalyptus trees near La Playa Court. 

 

PUBLIC WORKS IN ACTION 
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WATER CREWS REPAIR MAIN LINE BREAKS 
 
The Public Works Water crews repaired main line 
breaks at Windsor Avenue, Orchard Lane, and East 
23rd Street. They also replaced a broken water main 
valve at M Street and Rambler, repaired a leaking 
service in the alley at West 22nd Street and at 
Conestoga Drive, and abandoned a section of water 
main at Bear Creek between G Street & McCombs 
Drive.    
 

Windsor Avenue: 

 

Conestoga Drive: 

 

 

 

 

 

M Street & Rambler Road: 

 
 

 
 

West 22nd Street: 
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Bear Creek Drive & McCombs Drive: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
East 23rd Street: 

 

 

 
20th Street & Orchard Lane: 

 

 

 
 
TREE PRUNING CONTRACT 
 
Contracted tree pruning services continued this week 
with crews working along the Highway 59 area.   
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WELL SITE 3 TANK DEMOLITION 
 

The contracted demolition of Well Site 3 Tank at 12th 
Street is currently underway. See in-progress photos 
below. 

 

 

 

 
POLICE HIGHLIGHTS 
 

PRESCHOOLERS TOUR POLICE STATION 

Officer Fister provided a tour of the Merced Police 
Central Station to Ms. Biglarderi's preschool class. 
The preschoolers also had a chance to meet Chief 
Cavallero and check out a patrol car.  
 
The kids brought goodies and a "thank you" poster 
for Officer Fister and the rest of the MPD employees 
for their service. 
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EXPLOSIVES AWARENESS BY GACHES 

Police Officer and Bomb Technician Tim Gaches 
gave a presentation and demonstration on explosives 
awareness and the dangers of explosive devices to his 
Police & Fire colleagues, and to members of the 
Merced County District Attorney’s Office and 
Department of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
“CHILL WITH A COP”  

The Police Department had an enjoyable time with 
everyone who attended their “Chill with a Cop” event 
on Friday July 16th, held at Cold Stone Creamery in 
Downtown Merced. They celebrated National Ice 
Cream Day and had the opportunity to interact with 
community members. Thank you to everyone who 
came out to chill with K-9 Sam, K-9 Stas, Traffic 
Officer Crain, and the rest of the Police Team! 
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“CHILL WITH A COP” 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR GIANTS 

Merced Junior Giants hosted its first Home Run 
Derby on July 22nd, with tons of support from parents, 
players, and coaches.  Players and Coaches have an 
opportunity to test out their skills on what they have 
learned through the summer and put it to the test.  
Players selected their pitchers as they came in the 
form of coaches, parents, and grandparents. This was 
a fun event for all. July 28th marks the end of the 
season for Junior Giants as it will be the last game.  
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USTA TENNIS HITS 

All good things come to an end as our Summer 
Tennis HITS wrapped up on July 22nd. Past 
participants were invited to a Red Ball Tournament 
with Session 3 participants as they challenged each 
other to a friendly one-on-one game.  The day ended 
with some pizza, presentation of certificates, and one 
big challenge of staff versus kids. The City of Merced 
was invited to attend the Mubadala Silicon Valley 
CLASSIC in San Jose, one of the biggest women’s 
tournaments. Participants were invited for Kids Day 
in the morning full of festivities, guest speakers by 
professional players, and then invited to watch 
professional matches throughout the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ZOOKEEPER WEEK 

 

This week is “Zookeeper Week”. In the spotlight is 
the City’s very own Ashley Fazzari, who is a Merced 
native and a recent graduate from Chico State 
University majoring in Environmental Sciences.  Ms. 
Fazzari began volunteering four years ago to learn 
how it was really like to work with animals and if it 
was a profession she wanted to pursue. A year later, 
she is still here, but as a zookeeper, caring for 
animals, prepping diets, and interacting with animals. 

Ashley has a soft spot for the animals she tends to.  
She said the things that she enjoys most about her job 
are prepping animal diets, being surrounded by good 
staff, and hearing the positive feedback from visitors.   
One of her favorite animals is the Magpie which are 
a very intelligent species of Aves. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION MEMO 

Please find attached, the Planning Commission 
action memo for the meeting of 7/21/21. 

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS VACANCIES 

Please find attached, the list of vacancies for the City 
of Merced’s boards and commissions. 

MERCED COUNTY FOOD BANK 2020-2021 
ANNUAL REPORT 

Please follow the link provided below to view the 
Merced County Food Bank 2020-2021 Annual 
Report to learn about how and who they serve: 

https://online.flippingbook.com/view/14301148/ 

"CENTRAL VALLEY PORTRAITS" EXHIBIT 

"Central Valley Portraits" Exhibit Showcases 
Everyday Life, Including Grief and Hope, in 
Merced.  

Global Arts, Media and Writing Studies Professor 
Yehuda Sharim's exhibition "Central Valley 
Portraits," presented by the Merced County Arts 
Council, will be on display at the Merced 
Multicultural Arts Center from Aug. 4 through Oct. 
3. The photography and multimedia installation
reflects everyday life in changing urban complexes of
Merced.

An opening reception will be held at 6 p.m. on Aug. 
4 and an artist talk with Sharim is scheduled for 7 
p.m. on Sept. 9. A screening of his documentary
"Songs That Never End" and a question-and-answer
session will take place at 7 p.m. on Sept. 23. The
events are free and open to the public.

The Merced Multicultural Arts Center is located at 
645 W. Main St. Additional details about events and 
exhibits can be found here. 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. PC Action Memo Page 11 

2. Vacancy Listing Page 35 
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City of Merced 
MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE: July 22, 2021 
TO: City Council 
FROM: Kim Espinosa, Planning Manager  
SUBJECT: Actions at the Planning Commission Meeting of July 21, 2021 

 
At their meeting of July 21, 2021, the Planning Commission heard and approved 
Conditional Use Permit #1256 for a food truck located at 224 West Main Street. 
 
The Commission heard and approved Commercial Cannabis Business Permits #21-
02, #21-03, and #21-04 to permit the Cultivation of cannabis; the Distribution of 
cannabis and cannabis-based products; and the Manufacturing of cannabis-based 
products using both volatile and non-volatile methods on  three parcels totaling 
approximately 49.6 acres at 1785 Ashby Road. 
 
The Commission made a recommendation to City Council to change the Boards and 
Commissions Attendance policy to allow for two excused absences per  year-period 
for planned vacations with at least one weeks’ notice. 
 
If you have any questions about these items, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Attachments 
 
n:shared:Planning:PCMemos 
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