
December 10, 2021

2021 City of Merced Employee of The Year 
Bertin Abarca 

and 
2021 City of Merced Employee of the Year Nominees 

 

Jennifer Shaw 
Police Officer Alejandro Arias 

Police Officer 

Faye Law 
Senior Accountant 

Brittany Guizar 
Account Clerk 

Matthew Calcagno 
Police Officer 

Taylor Rocha 
Police Officer 

Marlena Saephan 
Accounting Technician 

Kim Gomes 
Accounting Technician 

Edwin Arias 
Detective 

Keith Albrecht 
Fire Captain

Marvin Dillsaver 
Communications Supervisor 

Bertin Abarca 
Lead Park Worker 

Christian Lupian 
Detective 

Bertin Abarca is the 2021 City of 
Merced Employee of the Year. 
Recently, Detective Steven Odom, 
2020 Employee of the Year, 
presented Bertin with the award. 

Bertin Abarca is a dependable, hard-
working Lead Park Worker who 
helps his peers, supervisors, 
administrative staff, and city 
residents with his positive attitude 
and dedication. He takes pride and 
ownership of his work and constantly 
aims to improve City Parks to benefit 
the City of Merced. 

Bertin is known to take the lead in 
repairing and improving irrigation 
systems vital to maintaining our 
parks. Under Bertin's initiative, 
outdated irrigation systems have been 
fixed. In addition, Bertin's attitude & 
work ethic have positively influenced 
co-workers. Bertin is an asset to the 
City of Merced. 

Congratulations Bertin 
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Public Works  
Happy Retirement Dean Meyer 

After 17 years of service, Dean Meyer will be 
retiring from the Public Works Parks Division 
on Friday, December 10.  Dean was hired on 
September 13, 2004, and has worked in the 
capacity of Tree Trimmer, Park Worker, and his 
current role of Lead Park Worker.  All staff at 
Public Works will greatly miss his breadth of 
knowledge, his strong work ethic, and his 
overall easy-going personality. 

Dean has a true passion for trees; when asked 
about his time here, he said, “I’ve always 
enjoyed my time at the City. Arbor Day events, 
those are always such big events for us. I enjoy 
planting the trees; it’s a sense of pride to drive 
by and see my work around town.” 

Although Dean looks forward to spending more 
time with his grandkids, family, and traveling, a 
part of him will also miss the City, “… working 
for the City of Merced has been the best job I 
have ever had in my life. I have appreciated the 
time here, appreciated it very much, all of the 
people I’ve met and worked with over the 
years.” 

The Public Works Department wishes Dean the 
very best in retirement. 

Pictured below, 2021 Parks & Trees Crew 

Congratulations Dean, thank you for all your 
years of service! 
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Public Works in Action 
 Bellevue Ranch Landscape Improvements 

The City hired contractor, Elite Landscape, continues to work in the Bellevue Ranch area. Trees have 
been delivered and the contractor will be planting throughout the area starting this week. 

Thank You Elizabete Dobbins and Starbucks 
Recently, Merced PD gathered with community members from The Haven to enjoy coffee and good 
conversation.  
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Fire Department Trench Rescue Training 

This week, the City of Merced Fire Department conducted Trench Rescue Training for fire 
departments from across the Bay Area in collaboration with the Industrial Emergency Council. 

The course is designed to train fire service personnel in hands-on application of the techniques 
necessary to affect a rescue from an excavation or trench cave-in safely. Topics include critical 
considerations when responding to trenching emergencies, evaluating cave-in scenes, basic life 
support procedures and temporary protection for victims, specialized tool usage, shoring techniques, 
and below-grade rescue safety procedures. 
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Paying Tribute to City of Merced Employees with 
Five to 30 Years of Service. 

30 Years of Service 
• Curtis Rigers, Water Distribution Operator II
• Lori Mileur, Administrative Assistant I
• Julie Nelson, Senior Planner

25 Years of Service 
• Raymond Eakman, Police Records Clerk II
• Filbert Lozano Jr., Storekeeper
• Dawn Mendonca, Housing Specialist
• Marti Garcia, Paralegal Office Administrator

20 Years of Service 
• Jeffrey Horn, Police Sergeant
• Antonio Flores, Tree Trimmer
• William Glaser, Cross Connection Control Specialist
• Jeffrey Fredrick, Street Maintenance
• Jason Kimbro, Lead Refuse Equipment Operator
• Anthony Giotta, Fire Captain
• Venus Rodriguez, Finance Officer

15 Years of Service 
• Wendy Murphy, Police Records Clerk II
• Nicholas De Jong, Senior Police Officer
• Brian Rinder, Police Sergeant
• Edward Drum, Police Sergeant
• William McComb, Senior Police Officer
• Jessica Phillips, Parking Enforcement Officer II
• Rogelio Rodriguez, Senior Police Officer
• Jeremy Slayers, Police Sergeant
• Samuel Sannadan, Jr., Senior Police Officer
• Gisele Perez, Dispatcher II
• Jesse Surles, Land Application Worker II
• Jesus Montes Jr., Lead, Public Works Water Systems
• Jesus Santillan, Lead, Public Works Water Systems
• Kenneth Gooding, Refuse Equipment Operator II
• Wesley Denney, Refuse Equipment Operator II
• Eric Berlier, Container Maintenance Worker
• Chris Bucao, Refuse Equipment Operator II
• Chris Yowell, Supervisor, Public Works Fleet Mgt.
• John Spangler, Supervisor, Public Works
• Sean Tierney, Fire Engineer
• Jeffrey Hakola, Fire Engineer
• Jeremy Perez, Fire Fighter
• Joshua Simmons, Fire Engineer
• John Whitehead, Fire Engineer
• Jeremy Hamm, Fire Engineer
• William Dickens, Fire Engineer
• Ryan Paskin, Fire Captain
• Suzanne Fierro, Human Resources Analyst
• Kim Gomes, Accounting Technician

Sam Found the Elf 
Happy Holidays! 

Page 5 of 75



THE WEEKLY CI  –  December 10,  2021 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Community Cleanup Flyer Page 7 

2. Toy Donation Flyer/List Page 8/9 

3. Santa’s Workshop Page 10 

4. Chamber Holiday Mixer  Page 11 

5. Hmong New Year Flyer Page 12 

6. PC Action Memo Page 13 

Paying Tribute to City of Merced Employees with 
Five to 30 Years of Service. 

10 Years of Service 
• Courtney Bohanan, Lead Dispatcher
• Anthony Gouveia, Instrument Control Electric Tech
• Deborah Richardson, Accountant II

Five Years of Service 
• Arturo De Hoyos III, Senior Police Officer
• Jacob Fister, Senior Police Officer
• Tyler McCannon, Police Officer
• Timothy Farmer, Police Officer
• Alicia Gorman, Senior Police Officer
• Rachel Meraz, Dispatcher II
• Kenneth Bogle, Community Services Officer
• Ruby Santiago, Community Services Officer
• Jackie Hicks, Community Services Officer
• Jacob Partlow, Community Services Officer
• Deven Ables, Water Distribution Operator II
• Arcinio Arauz, Finance Liaison
• Alejandro Espinoza, Maintenance Worker II
• Refuse Equipment Operator II
• Elias Gutierrez Herrera, Lead Mechanic
• Byron Gregory, Lead Mechanic
• Robert Brooks, Facilities Maintenance III
• Manuel Abeyta, Fire Inspector I
• Lamguene Kindavong, Acting Recreation Supervisor
• Maggie Fuentes, Human Resource Technician III
• Laura Ivancich, Housing Program Manager
• Correnna Randazzo, Engineering Technician I
• Jennifer Levesque, Assistant City Clerk
• Rom Robinson, Engineering Technician IV
• Paul Flores, Assistant Engineer
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FIRE & COPS FOR KIDS TOY DRIVE 
These locations are accepting donation of toys: 

• Aloha Florist, 2832 G Street

• Advance America, 1850 West Olive Avenue

• California Autism Center, 1160 West Olive Avenue Suite E

• Merced City Hall, 678 W 18th Street

• City of Merced Public Work Corp. Yard, 1776 Wardrobe Avenue

• Coldwell Banker, 701 W Olive Avenue

• Fire Station # 4, 1425 E 21st Street

• Fire Station # 51, 99 E 16th Street

• Fire Station # 53, 800 Loughborough Dr

• Fire Station # 55, 3520 N Parsons Avenue

• Flanagan Realty, 2098 G Street

• 4H UC Cooperative Extension, 1750 Wardrobe Avenue

• Merced City School District Office, 444 W 23rd Street

• Merced County Office of Education, 632 W 13th Street

• Merced Police Department Central Station, 611 W 2nd Street

• Merced Police Department South Station, 470 W 11th Street

• Merced School Employee Federal Credit Union, 1021 Olivewood Drive

• Merced School Employee Federal Credit Union, 1935 M Street

• MERCO Credit Union, 1911 M Street

• Northwood Village Apartment Complex, 255 Snowhaven Court

• Rapid Xpress Car Wash, 2905 G Street

• Ron Smith Buick GMC, 1900 Auto Center Drive

• Travis Credit Union, 1194 W Olive Avenue

• Toyota of Merced, 1400 Auto Center Drive

• Village Landing Apartment Complex, 3601 San Jose Avenue

• Village Terrace Apartment Complex, 3827 San Jose Avenue

• US Dept of Agriculture, 2926 G St

• JC Penney, Merced Mall

• Ramona Stanford, Ladies 18 Hole

• J N T Auto Repair 210 W 15th St

• EECU, 755 E Yosemite Ave

• WestAmerica Bank 490 W Olive Ave

• Dollar General, 1729 W Hwy 140
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