From: Julissa Ruiz Ramirez

To: cityclerk
Subject: Re: Public comment
Date: Tuesday, February 22, 2022 1:01:05 PM

Updated/error on previous

The community of Merced is asking for $20 million out of the general
fund to go towards an affordable housing trust fund that would include
programs for low income folks, farmworkers, and young people. If
approved, the state would match this dollar by dollar, totalling $25
million. This is "free" money that we can get that would dramatically
and positively transform Merced.

The mayor asked what could we cut? 70% of Merced's General Fund
goes towards police. Yet, Merced has more empty homes than people
that are houseless, all while rents are increasing w/o keeping up with
wages. The safest communities do not have the most cops, they have the
most resources.

On Tue, Feb 22, 2022, 12:35 PM Julissa Ruiz Ramirez_

wrote:
The community of Merced is asking for $20 million out of the general fund to go towards an
affordable housing trust fund that would include programs for low income folks,
farmworkers, and young people. If approved, the state would match this dollar by dollar,
totalling $40 million. This is "free" money that we can get that would dramatically and
positively transform Merced.

The mayor asked what could we cut? 70% of Merced's General Fund goes towards police.
Yet, Merced has more empty homes than people that are houseless, all while rents are
increasing w/o keeping up with wages. The safest communities do not have the most cops,
they have the most resources.

[NOTICE: This message originated outside of City of Merced -- DO NOT CLICK on links or
open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]





