
January 6, 2023

Supporting Youth in our Community 
The City of Merced Parks and Community Services Department enjoys a 
collaborative partnership with Sacred Rok, https://www.sacredrok.org/. Sacred 
Rok is a nonprofit organization based in Yosemite. The organization takes young 
people on camping trips, provides educational presentations, and works with 
other youth-serving agencies.  
On December 20th, youth from the My City Mentoring program, a City of 
Merced grant-funded program, and Merced Youth Council traveled to Yosemite 
National Park. There, they enjoyed a beautiful day with Sacred Rok's co-founder 
Ron Kauk who led a hike to Upper Yosemite Falls. These trips allow program 
participants to discover and build meaningful connections with nature. 
The My City Mentoring program provides youth with mentorship, vocational 
training, and outdoor engagement opportunities, creating a space where 
participants develop supportive, caring relationships—also giving them the 
opportunity for growth and resiliency.  
The program serves youth ages 13-17 who may need extra support and guidance. 
Participants learn they are part of a community where adults are invested in their 
well-being. Through recreational outings to our local nature preserves and 
Yosemite National park, our community's young people will discover more about 
themselves while building their confidence and learning ways to improve their 
community. 
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Youth group hike article continued. 
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Public Works in Action 
Storm Preparedness 

Public Works Crews installed a Muscle Wall Barrier and sandbags along North Bear Creek Drive. 
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Storm Prep Work Throughout the City 
Sewer/Storm and Streets Crews continue to work throughout the City to prepare for more weather. 
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Sand locations shown below. The Merced Fire Station at 99 West 16th Street will distribute sandbags 
as needed: for information on sandbag availability contact Merced Fire at (209) 385-6891. 
Sand and sandbags can also be obtained from the County Public Works Department. Please visit 
www.countyofmerced.com/sandbags 
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