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City of Merced Mayor
Hubert “Hub” Walsh
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James Sanders

William Spriggs
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Planning Commission
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Michelle Gabriault-Acosta
Linda Lopez

Carl Pollard

Larry Shankland

South Merced

Strategic Plan Task Force

City of Merced Planning Commission

Carl Pollard

Merced County Fairgrounds
Cheryl Davidson

Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Chris Tafoya

Greater Merced Chamber of Commerce

Deneen Proctor

Merced Citizen
Dwight Amey

League of Women Voters
Fran Arduengo

Merced County Board of Supervisors

Gloria Cortez-Keene

Golden Valley Neighborhood Association

Joel Knox

Merced County Board of Supervisors

Kathleen Crookham

Merced City School District
Rosemary Parga-Duran

Merced Lao Family Community
Paul Thao

City of Merced City Council
Rick Osorio

Weaver Union School District
Steve Becker

H/S Development
Steve Hair

South Merced Neighborhood Council

Dave Denson

This document is dedicated to the members of the South Merced
Strategic Plan Task Force, the Planning Commission, the

City Council, members of the South Merced community, and to
the memory of Council Member David J. Riordan (1926-2003)
who served on both the City Council and Planning Commission
and who was a long standing advocate for the preparation of
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Technical Advisory Committee

Merced County Public Works Staff
Steve Hamilton

Planning Director,
Merced County Planning Staff
Bill Nicholson

Director of Development Services
& Planning Manager,

City of Merced Planning Staff
Jack Lesch & Kim Espinosa

Merced Irrigation District
Greg Thompson

CE Specialist, Code Enforcement
Kelly Roseman

Development Manager, City of Merced,

ED and RDA
Frank Quintero

Airport Manager, City of Merced
Tino Herrera

Chief, Branch B, Caltrans
Carlos Yamzon

Commander (South Station),
City of Merced Police Dept
Tom Martin

Recreation Supervisors, City Parks &
Community Services Dept
Jake Meneley & Eugene Drummond

Planning Consultants

Moore lacofano Goltsman, Inc.
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South Merced is a safe and desirable place for families to live, work
and play. Residents take pride in the area’s strong, positive identity.
South Merced is well-integrated with the rest of Merced, and offers
unique retail and recreational resources that draw residents from
other parts of the City.

Residents enjoy the rural and agricultural character of South
Merced, and a diversity of housing stock is available in a number of
neighborhoods. Residential neighborhoods are attractive, clean and
well-maintained with accessible walkways and bike paths that
encourage pedestrian circulation. Sidewalks, crosswalks, lighting
and street trees contribute to a safe and pleasant environment.
Several new neighborhoods are clustered around mixed-use
“Neighborhood Villages."

south merced 2015 | strategic plan

The “Neighborhood Villages" provide a pedestrian oriented, small
town environment with a mix of local-serving retail uses at the
heart of the neighborhood. A mix of housing types (including
apartments and condominiums, town houses, live/work lofts and

smaller lot single family homes) surrounds the retail core. The o
scale and intensity of the Villages gradually steps down, g
transitioning into the surrounding single-family neighborhoods. )
Pedestrian and bicycle trails connect each Village to surrounding 8 S

. : . o
neighborhoods through a system of open space trails, on-site storm b
water drainage swales and retention basins. % g

: : : 5 =
Neighborhood parks provide places to play and enjoy the outdoors. > oo
Meandering storm water retention basins and bio-swales with O B

adjacent trails and recreational spaces provide a unique network

Merced, California 95340
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of green space, linking parks and open space in the area.

Community members gather reqularly at South Merced's communi-
ty retail plaza. Retail shops (including ethnic markets, art galleries
and restaurants) line the plaza. It also features colorful gardens,
water features, and performance spaces for cultural festivals and
community events.

South Merced is a vital commercial and employment center for the
region. The Campus Parkway/Highway 99 interchange area
provides a strong employment base related to high-tech industries,
office and research activities and services, supporting University-
related research. The area west of Route 59 near the airport
primarily consists of industrial parks and related uses, such as
industrial fabrication, office uses, warehousing and storage, and air
cargo shipping.

Highway 140's signature as a “Gateway to Yosemite" attracts
regional visitors. The highway is a popular “tourist corridor” that
caters to Yosemite tourists with hotels and motels, restaurants,
sporting goods stores and specialty retail. The Childs Ave./Highway
99 interchange area is a regional-serving retail center with a major
mall, freeway-oriented retail uses, and auto sales. Neighborhood
shopping centers are located in two major parts of South Merced:
near the Childs Ave./Martin Luther King intersection and east of
Highway 99. These centers provide neighborhood retail and

. services, such as a full-service grocery store, pharmacy and bank.

Highway 59, the extension of Martin Luther King Boulevard, is a

 major commercial corridor with auto services and agricultural
“\ activities that supports the whole community.

"‘\ Many residents are actively involved in community planning
\ efforts, and work together to resolve community issues.
Residents, business owners, property owners and the City
all contribute to the common goal of caring for the people

and neighborhoods of South Merced.
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Office Employment Center

Expand employment opportunities
in South Merced by developing
offices and business parks near the
Mission Avenue, Campus Parkway
and Highway 99 interchange.
South and east of the airport,
expand industrial park uses.

William

Lloyd
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SR

INDUSTRIAL ‘
RESERVE
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Public Gathering Place

Create a unique cultural retail envi-
ronment featuring a public plaza;
other amenities could include water
elements, colorful gardens, benches,
gazebos, and performance and
teaching spaces.

Regional Park and Water Feature

A signature regional park will draw
people to South Merced and enhance
the area’s parks and community facili-
ties. A waterplay feature should be
developed as part of the park; other
opportunities include a meeting hall,
an open-air theater and sports fields.
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Streetscape Improvements

Streetscape improvements such as
decorative landscaping, pedestrian-
scale lighting, striped bicycle lanes,
visible crosswalks and continuous
sidewalks will help improve the
community design characteristics
of South Merced.
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Village Commercial Center

Develop key locations in South
Merced following the City’s
"Neighborhood Village" concept.
Feature neighborhood-serving retail
uses in conjunction with mixed-use
housing opportunities and pedestrian
amenities.
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Storm Drain Network

Explore opportunities for an area-
wide drainage system integrated
with an open space network and
centralized detention basin as a

natural water feature. Create a
multi-use trail system that uses
drainage channels as paths to link
parks and open spaces.

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL OFFICE PUBLIC OTHER CIRCULATION

Rural Residential \_‘ Commercial/Professional Office - Business - Public/Government I:l Agriculture ﬂ Freeway
: Low Density E Neighborhood Commercial :] Business Park Reserve |:| Park/Open Space/ Recreation Fire Station —> Major Arterial Roads
\:l Low Medium Density Regional Community INDUSTRIAL Q Future Park Sites E Police Substation —=—) Planned Street Alignments
’7 High Medium Density Thoroughfare Commercial ’—‘ Industrial Q Future Regional Park Sites Future School Sites ——> Proposed Trails/Drainage
- High Density - General Commercial \_‘ Industrial Reserve I:l School (:, Special Study Area '\:\; Interchange Improvemetns
- Village Residential \:| Commercial Reserve @B Open Space Corridors ‘:.:’ Downtown Area .:, gg:;:rlzﬁrr]?g/ogrzzt:”

Mixed-use Development Area -
Exact Uses Subject to Further Configuration

“ Streetscape Improvements II Traffic Signals




