
 

 

 

 

 

 

To:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council  

From:  Steven S. Carrigan, City Manager 

Date:  August 23, 2019 

Re:  City Council Information Report 

 

NEW OFFICER TO BE SWORN IN 

 

The Merced Police Department will hold a swearing in 

ceremony for the newest Police Officer – Vincent 

Wilkins. The ceremony will be in the Council Chambers 

of the Merced Civic Center at 1:30 p.m., Fri. Sept. 6. 

 
 

 

 

 

NEW ACADEMY CLASS STARTS 

 

On Wednesday, the Merced Police 

Department started a new Citizens Police 

Academy. Chief Goodwin welcomed the 

class as they began the sessions.  There are 

22 people signed up to attend the 11-week 

program. Classes will cover a variety of 

topics, including: critical incident 

response, recruitment and training, K9, 

code enforcement, SWAT, traffic, gangs, 

animal control, and the bomb squad. 
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GAINES FIRE TEAM RETURNS SAFELY 

 

 

On the evening of Friday, Aug. 16, Deputy 

Chief Casey Wilson and Capt. Jeff Cole lead 

a strike team of five engines designated as 

5125B to Mariposa County to assist with the 

Gains Fire.  

 

City of Merced Fire Engine 254 staffed with 

Captain Englert, Engineer Grant Parker, 

Firefighters Jamison Kraft and Alex Steindel 

responded as part of the strike team along 

with engines from Los Banos and Merced 

County.   

 

The fire burned 1,300 acres in the Hunters 

Valley and Bear Valley areas. Crews 

returned home safely on Monday.  
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DECONTAMINATION TRANING EXERCISE 

 

Merced City Fire and Merced 

County/Cal Fire held a week-long 

joint Hazardous Materials 

Decontamination training.  Members 

practiced three types of 

decontamination: Mass Decon, Gross 

Decon, and HazMat Incident Specific 

Decon.   

 

Mass Decontamination was 

performed utilizing the department’s 

decontamination trailer purchased 

through operational area 

funding.  Members also practiced 

improvised methods of performing 

Gross Decontamination of the general public and public safety.  Finally, members 

practiced decontamination measures used during and after entry to a hazardous 

materials incident. 
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MAKING WAY FOR DUTCH BROTHERS 

 

The three vacant houses at 2007 E. Childs 

Ave. were demolished Wednesday making 

way for the new Dutch Brothers Coffee 

drive-through.  Prior to demolition, the 

Merced Fire Department was able to 

conduct training exercises. Members were 

able to practice vertical ventilation 

techniques on traditional composition 

roofing shingles and Spanish tiles utilizing 

an aerial ladder and ground ladders for 

access.   

 

In addition, members took 

advantage of the property 

and practiced using several 

of the department’s new 

performance standards. 

Maria Mendoza from 

Economic Development 

snapped the shot of the 

demolition work while in 

the field. 
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ROSE GARDEN VANDALIZED 

 

The Rose Garden at Applegate Park was vandalized Monday. Multiple rose trees 

were knocked over, with two trees destroyed. Fortunately, Public Works crews 

were able to re-stake some of the knocked over trees the same day, as well as 

replace the two destroyed trees.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vandalized Rose Trees 

Replacement Rose Tree Planted 
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LETTER OF SUPPORT ACA 17 

 

Attached is a letter of support for ACA 17, a bill by Assembly Member Adam 

Gray that would recognize hydroelectric power generation as a renewable resource. 

 

 

 

MULTICULTURAL ARTS CENTER EVENTS 

 

The Merced Multicultural Arts Center is have two receptions for exhibits on Sat. 

Aug. 24 from 5 to 7 p.m. The exhibits are “Stories of War,” and “2019 County 

Fairs Show.” Fliers are attached. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION MEMO 

 

Please find attached the Planning Commission Action Memo from the Wednesday 

meeting. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

Aug. 23 – Lives Well Lived, Merced Theatre, 7 p.m. Doors open 6 p.m. 

Aug. 24 – Stories of War Reception, MultiCultural Arts Center, 5-7 p.m. 

Aug. 24 – 2019 County Fairs Show, MultiCultural Arts Center, 5-7 p.m. 

Sept. 6 – New Officer Swearing In, Council Chambers, 1:30 p.m. 

Sept. 10 – Historical Society BBQ, Lake Yosemite, 5-9 p.m. 

Sept. 19 – League Division Dinner, Lathrop, 6 p.m. social, 7 p.m. dinner 

Oct. 2 – League of Cities Division Dinner, Long Beach, 6:30 p.m., Tequila Jacks 

Oct. 3 – MCOE Excellence in Education Awards, Merced Theatre, 6:30 p.m.  

Nov. 11 – Veterans Day Parade, Bob Hart Square, TBD 

 

 

REPORTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

 

1. Letter of Support ACA 17   P. 7 

2. Stories of War Reception    P. 9 

3. 2019 County Fairs Show    P. 10 

4. Planning Commission Action Memo  P. 11 
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209) 385-6834  (209) 723-1780 FAX 
 
 
August 20, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable Adam Gray 
California Assembly 
State Capitol 
Sacramento, CA, 94249 
 
 
Dear Assembly Member Gray: 
 
On behalf of the City of Merced, I want to express our strong support for your Assembly 
Constitutional Amendment (ACA) 17, recognizing hydroelectric power generation as a 
renewable resource.  The City believes—as you do—that hydropower electricity 
represents a clean, affordable source of power for California. 
 
Merced has supported efforts in the past that have encouraged the use of various 
renewable energy sources, including solar and wind.  The City believes these energy 
sources represent a key part of the future of electricity production in California and 
should be utilized. 
   
However, Merced believes hydroelectric power generation from places such as Lake 
McClure, Lake McSwain and Don Pedro Reservoir represent an equally—if not more 
beneficial—resource.  Hydroelectric power generation is just as clean and climate-
friendly as either solar or wind, and can be produced from existing facilities at a much 
lower cost than other renewable sources. Hydroelectric power offers the benefit of being 
available any time of the day or night, even on days when there is no wind or sunshine. 
In addition, hydro power leads to the generation of other jobs in recreation, tourism, 
agriculture and provides flood control and drinking water. 
 
The City of Merced has implemented measures to positively address climate change  
and continues to look at other ways to further the State’s goals to reduce carbon 
emissions and utilize renewable sources of energy.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

C I T Y O F M E R C E D 
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City buildings have been retrofitted to improve heating and cooling, HVAC systems in 
our facilities have been upgraded and our vehicle fleet is using greener fuels and 
becoming more efficient. Our wastewater treatment plant is moving towards recycling 
the methane  
that is produced as a byproduct, and the plant itself is now more energy efficient. We  
replaced the mercury vapor streetlights for more energy efficient lamps, and have  
reprogrammed our traffic signals so that motorists will burn less fuel while driving across 
town. We believe reducing our carbon footprint is not only the fiscally prudent thing to 
do, it is the right thing to do. 
 
ACA 17 would be a significant step for the State to recognize the value of hydroelectric 
power and benefits for residents of the Central Valley and elsewhere. 
 
Please let me know how the City of Merced can continue to help you further this effort. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Michael W. Murphy, Mayor 
City of Merced 
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