
CITY OF MERCED 
Building and Housing Board of Appeals 

 
MINUTES 

 
       Merced City Council Chambers 

    Tuesday, February 5, 2019 
 

Chairperson ALVAREZ called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Board Members Present: Ashley McComb-Thanadabouth, Curtis Papineau, and 

Chairperson Alfred Alvarez  
 
Board Members Absent: None (two vacancies) 
 
Staff Present: Chief Building Official Frazier, Assistant City Clerk 

Tresidder, Housing Program Specialist Nutt, and 
Recording Secretary Davis 

 
1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 
[Secretary’s Note:  
There was a typo indicated on the agenda regarding the address of Phillip 
Reinero’s property. On direction of the Chairperson, the typo will be corrected 
and the agenda reposted.] 

 
2. MINUTES 
 

M/S ALVAREZ-PAPINEAU, and carried by unanimous voice vote (two 
vacancies), to approve the Minutes of October 4, 24, and November 
28, 2018 as submitted. 

 
3. COMMUNICATIONS 
 

None 
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4. ITEMS 
 

4.1 Election of Building and Housing Board of Appeals Vice-Chairperson  
 

Board Member PAPINEAU nominated Board Member McCOMB-
THANADABOUT as Vice-Chairperson. Board Member McCOMB-
THANADABOUT accepted the nomination. There were no other 
nominations for Vice-Chairperson. 
 
M/S PAPINEAU-ALVAREZ, and duly carried by unanimous voice vote 
(two vacancies), to elect Board Member McCOMB-THANADABOUT as 
Vice-Chairperson. 

 
4.2 Appeal Hearing-Phillip Reinero (owner) 636 W. Main Street: Notice and 

Order to Repair or Abate    
 

CORBETT BROWNING, Attorney for PHILLIP REINERO, gave a brief update 
on the status of the potential sale of the property and informed the Board that the 
potential buyer decided against purchasing the property. However, Mr. 
BROWNING informed the Board that Mr. REINERO and the potential buyer 
settled on further negotiations with an amendment to the contract which includes 
on offer of compromise with the State regarding tax liens against the property. Due 
to the prolonged process, estimated at 180 days, Mr. BROWNING requested 
another continuance. 
 
Board Member McCOMB-THANADABOUT voiced concern of granting a 
continuance with the uncertainty in the Appellant’s offer and compromise with the 
State. 
 
Chairperson ALVAREZ summarized to the representative of the Appellant that the 
Board should either agree to the continuance or hear the appeal at this meeting. He 
acknowledged that plenty of time has been provided to the Appellant to prepare 
and asked City staff their thoughts on continuing the appeal further. 
 
Chief Building Official FRAZIER informed the Board that denying the appeal and 
upholding the Notice and Order to Abate or Repair would include approximately 
4 months of processing as far as City obligations. She advised the Board that if 
they decided to continue the appeal, that approximation would be in addition to the 
continuance.  
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Mr. BROWNING requested from the Board an opportunity to present offers of 
proof as his rebuttal to the appeal. 
 
The Board recessed at 5:38 p.m. to allow Mr. BROWNING to prepare his materials 
for the Board and allow staff to make copies, they returned to the dais at 5:46 p.m. 
 
Mr. BROWNING presented 5 exhibits to the Board, including two photographs, 
City of Merced fire report, City of Merced Permit, City of Merced Claim form. He 
gave a brief overview of all exhibits. 
 
[Secretary’s Note: Exhibits are attached to the minutes] 
 
Witnesses Present on behalf of the Appellant: 
 
PHILLIP REINERO, Appellant, Owner of property located at 636 W. Main St. 
Mr. THURMAN (identified as such) 
 
Chairperson ALVAREZ summarized the duty of the Board to determine the 
integrity of the building only. He posited that after reviewing the exhibits presented 
on behalf of the Appellant, there is insufficient proof that the building does not 
require repair or abatement. 
 
Chief Building Official FRAZIER gave the Board an overview of the process 
regarding a Notice and Order to Repair or Abate; she explained that the City would 
have a structural Engineer inspect the building to assess demolition or repair. 
 
M/S ALVAREZ-McCOMB-THANADABOUTH, and carried by the following 
vote, to adopt a motion denying the appeal filed by Philip Reinero and therefore 
upholding the Notice and Order to Repair or Abate for the property located at 636 
W. main Street, Merced, CA, 95348. 
 
AYES: Board Members McComb-Thanadabouth, Papineau, and Chairperson 

Alvarez 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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